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Message from the President—Linda
Salley
Greetings Donors, Members, Sponsors and Supporters,
The Executive Board would like to extend our appreciation and thanks to all our Donors,
Members, and Supporter for all their many contributions to our organization this past
year. AAMBC’s charter is in promoting cultural awareness and embracing the contributions of African Americans who lived, worked and contributed to the arts, sciences sports
education, laws, politics and other aspects of life in Bucks County.
We continue our efforts to educate the public that our history should be celebrated 365
days of the year as the foundation of the past and a pillar of American life every day.
Here is a summary of our key events:
• The Pearl S. Buck International exhibit tells the story of 12 million documented enslaved Africans and their resilience. The exhibit also features rarely known contribution of African Americans including many from Bucks County.
• Partnership with Comcast and the Bucks County Visitors Center that sponsored us in
featuring a four Months speakers’ series, telling the story of the journey of the underground railroad through Bucks County, the Civil Rights Yesterday Today and Tomorrow, Women History Maker and Beyond and African American Art Finale, Jazz and
the Great Migration.
• Our Pop-Up Museum entitled “The Evolution of the Dream”, from Africa to Bucks
County is shared Corporations, churches, community, friend’s house, Libraries and
schools throughout Bucks County.
• Inaugural Honoree, Fundraiser and Scholarship Awards Gala. Honoring Leonard W.
Miller, Joan Sadoff, and Judge Clyde W. Waite.
• Join us at our General Membership meeting on July 25, 2019 at 5:30PM to learn
more about the museum, become a museum member, and find out how you can get
involved as a volunteer!
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Upcoming Events
•

General Membership
Meeting: July 25, 2019.– 5:30
PM— First Baptist Church of
Langhorne —215 East Richardson Avenue— Langhorne,
PA 19047

•

Membership drive is underway. Please renew your sponsorship, membership, and
donation commitments at
www.infoaambc.org

Relive the highlights of our 2018-2019 Programming in this issue of our newsletter.
With Gratitude,

Linda Salley
President and Executive Director

Inaugural Black Tie Gala and Fundraiser
The AAMBC hosted its inaugural Black
Tie Gala and Fundraiser celebrating its
fifth-year anniversary on May 11, 2019
at the Spring Mill Manor in Ivyland. PA.

Honorees pictured with AAMBC President, Vice President, and Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick who presented “Hidden Figures” with American
Flags and Citations for their respective accomplishments.

“Close to 200 Sponsors, Supporters, Donors, and Members attended the inaugural event and
closed out the evening by dancing the night away!”

Bucks County Hidden Figures Honored at Gala
Leonard W. Miller—Washington Crossing, PA
In 1973, Miller formed Black American Racers, Inc. from his offices on West State Street in Trenton, NJ. Black American Racers, Inc. was an illustration of “Black Excellence”. The team consisted
of African-American drivers and engineers that competed in National and International automotive races. In the same year, Black American Racers, Inc. secured a sponsorship from Brown &
Williamson Tobacco Corporation, as part of the initiative called “Road to Indy”. This event made
Mr. Miller the First African American owner to enter a driver into the Indy 500.
Joan Handleman Sadoff—Huntingdon Valley, PA
The producer of the award-winning documentary, Standing on My Sisters’ Shoulders. The film
has been described as “an exquisite tool for high school and college teachers of history, women’s
studies African- American studies, and related subjects. Ella Back, Fannie Lou Hammer, Unita
Blackwell, and countless others at last get the recognition they deserve”. A must-see film of
courageous Black woman fighting for (and winning) their families’ constitutional rights… a truly
inspirational portrait”.
Editor of the book, Pieces from the Past: Voices of Heroic Women in Civil Rights. The books resonate with the voices of woman who exemplify the best of the human spirit.
Judge Clyde Waite—Newtown, PA
With a stellar career spanning four decades. Bucks County Senior Judge Clyde W. Waite was the
first and only African American judge in Bucks County. Mr. Waite served his community as a
volunteer staff attorney with the Bucks County Legal Aid Society. With the delight and excitement to put roots in the community that he was serving he went to purchase his first family
home. At that time Judge Waite personally, experienced housing discrimination and resistance by
certain Bucks County Realtors.
Judge Waite is a living example of PERSERVERANCE. After that encounter, Waite opened the first
black-owned real estate brokerage firm in Doylestown. One of its main purposes was to ensure
that the community that HE was serving had SUPPORT and GUIDANCE to overcome housing
discrimination.
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In 2004, he was named Judge in the Bucks County Court of Common Pleas and in he won reelection and served as a senior County judge and recently retired in January, 2018.

In celebration of African American month

in February 2019 the Suez Corporation
requested that the AAMBC do a
presentation of African American history.
In response to the request, the AAMBC
erected a pop-up panoramic display of
African American History from Africa to
the present time for the SUEZ
employees’. It was a two-day event that
culminated in a question and answer
session and a soul food reception.

Speaker series presenters and performers.

Speaker Series—Sponsored by Comcast and the Bensalem
Visitors’ Center a Success!
The AAMBC partnered with Comcast and the Visitors Center, kicked off with a very ambitious
schedule focused on keeping the community informed of the educational, historical legacy and
contributions of African Americans that have lived Worked and contributed to the history of
Bucks County and to American history at large.

SUEZ Employees enjoy artifacts on
display in the Pop-up Museum

The AAMBC Program commenced with a Four-Part Bucks County Speakers Series that included
the following:
• January 12 - Rev Sandra Reed: The Journey of the Underground Railroad through Bucks
County.
• February 9 - John Jordan: Civil Rights Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.

•
•

March 9 - Shirley Lee Corsey : Women History Makers of Bucks County and beyond.
April 13th, 2019, Josh Lee and the Family: Jazz and the Great Migration.

SUEZ—Black History Month Celebration
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Pearl S. Buck International
Pearl S. Buck International carries
on Pearl S. Buck’s legacy of bridging cultures and changing lives
through humanitarian aid, intercultural education, and historical
tours of the Pearl S. Buck House, a
National Historic Landmark.
Pearl S. Buck was a writer, activist,
and humanitarian. She was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in Literature
for her novel, The Good Earth, and
the Nobel Prize in Literature for
her body of work. Ms. Buck used
the spotlight on her to illuminate
the plight of marginalized people
everywhere and to advocate for
the civil rights movement in the
U.S. She founded Welcome House
(the world’s first international
biracial adoption agency) and
established The Pearl S. Buck Foundation (now Pearl S. Buck International) to provide international
humanitarian aid. Ms. Buck’s
groundbreaking words and work
paved the way for greater international and intercultural understanding and provided lifechanging aid for countless impoverished children.
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AAMBC Pearl S. Buck Exhibit
Themed “Building on a
Dream” the AAMBC exhibit
at Pearl S. Buck International provides a breathtaking
walk through the African
American History with
graphic displays and artifacts that span decades of
the African American struggle in pursuit of the MLK
dream. The exhibit will be
on display until December
2019
Pearl S. Buck International
is located at 520 Dublin Rd.
Perkasie, PA. .

Millard Mitchell Scholarship—Winners
In 2019 AAMBC established a Scholarship in honor of our former
Charter Member Millard Mitchell. The scholarship is given to students who demonstrate academic excellence, commitment to Service and personal values.

2019 - Scholarship Recipients
Mr. Millard Mitchell

Grace Maketa of Bucks County Technical
High School (BCTHS) will be attending
Alvernia University and plans to major in
Social Work and Performing Arts.
Most pressing issue in our country for the
2020 presidential candidate: Immigration.

Olivia Lacey Andrews of Neshaminy High
School will be attending Syracuse University and plans to major in Musical Theater
Most pressing issue in our country for the
2020 presidential candidate: Cost and
Financing of college education. She
believes the family contribution metric in
unrealistic and unmanageable for most.

RJ Christie of Neshaminy High School will
be attending Case Western Reserve University and plans to major in Economics.
Most significant event that shapes his
life: Sacrifices of his grandmother who
was born into poverty and migrated from
Panama to raise 4 kids on her own after
dropping out of school in the 6th grade.
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African American Museum
of Bucks County Vision
The African-American Museum
of Bucks County honors the legacy of the African American experience, inspiring pride in our
heritage, educating about di-

Our Mission and Values
The mission of the AAMBC is to promote understanding and appreciation of the
African American experience including:

•

History: Honoring and illuminating the legacy of the African American experi-

•

ence from African roots to the present day.
Education: Programming that demonstrates the importance of African Ameri-

•

can history and culture to everyone.
Inspiration: Highlighting contributions that show the diverse journeys of Afri-

verse journey of our people,
sharing stories that depict our
shared ancestry, thus enriching
the lives of Bucks County families.

African American Museum of
Bucks County (AAMBC)
215-East Richardson Avenue
Langhorne, PA 19047
Phone: 215-752-1909
E-mail: aambcmuseum@gmail.com
William H. Reed
Vice President
Newsletter Editor
Chair, Membership Committee

YOUR LOGO HERE

•
•
•
•

can Americans in art, culture, politics, sports,
and other areas.
Community: Sharing stories that depict our shared ancestry
We take pride in heritage and ancestry:
"We stand on the shoulders of our forefathers"
We gain strength earned through struggle and persistence: "We cannot be

•

defeated"
We believe in the power of change: "Ordinary people doing extraordinary

•

things"
We continue to have faith in the dream: "All men are created equal"
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STAMP
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